Josipa Gazibara

Josipa was born in 1945 in Jazvine, Krapina Croatia. She graduated from the Medical High School in Zagreb, then worked at the Otolaryngology Clinic KBC, Zagreb. She retired in 1985 because of her Myasthenia Gravis. Since then, she dedicated her life to charity and volunteer activities.

She graduated from St Andrew's College of Education, Glasgow, and the One Week Overseas Colleagues Course at the St. Christopher’s Hospice, London.

In 1990 she founded the Croatian Myasthenia Gravis Society and was elected as president. 

She was the initiator and founding member of the Alpe-Adria Myasthenia Gravis Organization, bringing together MG associations from Italy, Croatia, Slovenia and Hungary. 

She was the coordinator of the Section for persons with special needs, part of the Croatian-American Association for disabled persons. She was a member of the Committee of the Croatian Association for social assistance, at the Croatian Medical College. 
Every summer, together with her colleagues, she organised the Annual Summer School and programme for rehabilitation and re-socialization for persons with Myasthenia Gravis, in Zaton Nin, Croatia. Colleagues from other countries were invited there, with the intention to continue a tradition of a European summer camp for MG people in the future.

She wrote the book “Myasthenia Gravis”, dedicated to persons suffering from this disease, which was very successful, being printed in two editions. She also wrote the book: “Kinetotherapeutic programme for persons with Myasthenia Gravis”, which was translated into several languages.

Since 1991, Josipa Gazibara was a member of the European MG Working group (founded in 1986 in Billund), and since 2006 an active collaborating member at the Euromyasthenia Group.

At the Euromyasthenia meeting in Milan in 2006 the idea of founding the European Federation of MG Patients Associations was promoted.

Josipa Gazibara, as president of the Croatian Union of MG Societies, organised in May 2008 a European MG meeting in Copenhagen, where the basis of the European MG Association (EuMGA) was agreed. The EuMGA was registered as a UK Charity in July 2009.

In December 2009 in Paris, at the EuMGA’s first general meeting, Josipa Gazibara was elected as the first chairperson of EuMGA.

